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INTRODUÇÃO 



When Younger Learners Do Better 

■ Neuroscience: Trade-Offs Between Executive Function and Plasticity. 

■ Computation: Trade-Offs Between Exploitation and Exploration, and  Narrow 
and Broad Search. 

■ Cultural Learning: Trade-Offs Between Imitation and Innovation. 

■ Continuous Knowledge Acquisition vs. Discontinuous Developmental Transition. 

 

 



Experimento 1 

■ Reasoning About the 
Causes of Physical 
Events 
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Exp. 2: Reasoning About the 
Causes of Actions 
 

■ Person versus situation conditions. 

• Person condition 

• Situation condition 

■ Deterministic versus probabilistic conditions. 

• Deterministic: 4 times 

• Probalistic: 3 times 

■ Control condition. 



 

■ “Look! Josie’s playing on the trampoline. She’s not scared” in the 
deterministic condition or “Look! Josie’s playing on the trampoline” in the 
probabilistic condition). 

■ At the end of the vignette, the experimenter asked two open-ended 
explanation questions, one for each doll’s last action on the second activity 
(e.g., “Why did Josie jump on the trampoline?” and “Why didn’t Sally jump on 
the trampoline?”). 

■ “Why did Josie jump on the trampoline? Is it because she’s the kind of person 
who does brave things, or because the trampoline is safe to play on?” or “Why 
didn’t Sally jump on the trampoline? Is it because she’s the kind of person who 
gets scared, or because the trampoline is dangerous to play on?”). 

■ Prediction questions: person condition x situation condition 

 

 







General Discussion and Conclusions 
 

■ Os resultados apoiam a hipótese de que a infância estendida permite maior 
flexibilidade cognitiva em humanos. 

■ Nas condições conflituosas as crianças de 4 anos x 6 anos agem diferente, mas 
as de 6 e 9 anos são semelhantes. 

■ No experimento físico, na condição conjuntiva, os adolescentes se comportam 
mais como adultos. 

■ No experimento social, na condição de situação, os adolescente se mostraram 
mais flexíveis que crianças de 6 anos e adultos. 


